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Zoning Approved for School Expansion 
BY DAVID HALE 
News Editor 
The law school passed th rough the last major bu­
reaucratic hurdle it faced before beginning construction 
on the expansion of the main building into the space cur­
rently occupied by admissions and financial aid. 
The school received a bench ruling approving the 
planned expansion at a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting 
on January 6. 
"All that remains is to get the final permits, but that 
is routine. The BZA meeting was really the last major step," 
Assistant Dean Roger Transgrud said. 
BZA meetings are designed to allow neighbors and 
other concern citizens voice their views. The opinion of 
the Advisory Neighborhood Committee is usually given 
great weight. 
"We made a few changes to satisfy the preservation­
ists, but nothing that should impact the students," Profes­
sor Raven-Hansen said. 
According to Dean Transgrud, preliminary work has 
ADR Board to 
Hold Competition 
BY ALEXANDRA HI LL 
Staff Writer 
The George Washington Alternative Dispute 
Resolution ("ADR") Board is hosting an inter-school 
Client Counseling Competition on Sunday, February 7 
at the Law School. All law students are eligible to 
compete 
"The goal is to elicit enough information from 
the client to create a strategy. It's about communica­
tion skills and building a rapport with your client. You 
need to understand and outline the problem and then 
propose a solution to the judges," ADR Board Presi­
dent Lauren Bergida said. 
The competition will test the competitors' abil­
ity to ascertain the needs of their client and present 
them in a meaningful manner with an understanding 
See ADR pg 3 
already begun, with the departments currently in the "E" 
building beginning to pack up, and soil testing and struc­
tural evaluations beginning. 
Should everything go as scheduled, preliminary 
demolition work will begin as early as February and work 
will begin in earnest immediately following exams. 
The preliminary demolition will help the architects 
and engineers evaluate the current conditions of the struc­
ture to allow better planning of the construction later. 
Constructing the new area will require gutting the 
Proposed design for Law School expansion and renovation 
currently occupied by the Dean for use as a student lounge. 
In addition, when the lounge is built, a new com­
puter lab will be built in the basement of Sewell h all and 
the current computer lab space will be converted into three 
new classrooms. The conversion of the second floor com­
puter rooms will also open up the large middle stairway. 
In all, the expansion and renovations will add ap­
proximately 23,000 square feet of space. 
During the first stage of the construction, the offices 
currently in the E building, including admissions and fi-
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current buildings, leaving only the facade which must be 
supported while a new two level basement is dug. The in­
side will then be built up from the basement, with an addi­
tional floor being added to the top. 
In addition, the space just to the North of the two 
townhouses will be filled in with a section designed to 
match the townhouses, and a connecting section will be 
built over the current pass-through, which will remain. 
The expansion is expected to take a year to com­
plete. At that point, the Deans' offices will move into the 
new space, in approximately May 2000, freeing up the space 
nancial aid, will be located in nearby office space. The 
school has not yet signed a lease for the space, but expects 
to complete a deal soon for office space within a few blocks 
of the school. 
The bench ruling from the BZA was an unusual pro­
cedure. Normally the BZA will wait until after a hearing 
and will then issue a written ruling. Because of the lack of 
dissent from the community, however, the BZA found no 
reason to delay. 
See BUILDING pg 3 
Applications for Summer 1999 Public 
Interest Funding Now Available 
Twenty-two fellowships and internships will be awarded 
BY PROFESSOR L UIZE ZUBROW 
Chair, Public Interest Committee 
This year the law school will provide 
twenty-two fellowships and internships to 
law students working full-time in public 
interest employment during the summer, a 
greater number of public interest subsidies 
than during past years. 
On January 18, applications for these 
fellowships and internships became avail­
able in the Career Development Office. The 
Public Interest Committee encourages you 
to begin planning for a summer engaged in 
public interest legal work with the assis­
tance of one of these subsidies. 
Obtain the application packet now to 
ensure that you can get the paperwork done 
on time. The deadline for submission of 
completed applications is April 6, 1999. 
A summer devoted to public interest 
employment will enable you to explore im­
portant legal issues, to gain practical expe­
rience as a lawyer, to make a valuable con­
tribution to your community, and to express 
your commitment to equal access to justice. 
As in the past, this summer ten 
George Washington University Law School 
and Murray Snyder Public Interest s um­
mer fellowships will be awarded to law stu­
dents who have at least one remaining se­
mester to complete at the law school fol­
lowing the summer of 1999. These fellow­
ships are for students providing direct or 
indirect civil or criminal legal representa­
tion to clients with economic need. 
In earlier years, Snyder Public Inter­
est fellowships were awarded to students 
who worked a t AYUDA, the Youth Law 
Center, the Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network, Inc., the Lawyers' Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law, the Educational 
Opportunities Section of the Civil Rights 
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, 
the Migrant Legal Action Program, the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis­
sion, the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu­
cation Fund, the Asian Pacific American 
Legal Center, various public defender and 
legal services offices throughout the coun­
try, the National Prison Project of the 
ACLU, and other similar organizations. 
Students who are selected for the 
Snyder Public Interest fellowships receive 
an award of $2500 in the form of tu ition 
remission for the fall semester of 1999. 
Applicants are encouraged to seek addi­
tional compensation from the public inter­
est employer but may not accept any oth er 
public service subsidy from George Wash­
ington University (including the Equal Jus­
tice Foundations grants). 
For the summer of 1999, the law 
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LAW SCHOOL NEWS 
Countdown to the 
Millennium 
BY ANDREA CHEMPINSKI 
Editor-in-Chief 
Welcome back everyone! Time to start counting down to the 
Millennium. Just think, this is the last January of the 20th Century. 
Amazing how time flies isn't it? And just what will the Millennium 
bring us? Depending on who you listen to it could be anything from a 
return to paradise to the end of the world complete with fire and 
brimstone. Or heck, it could end up being just like any other year, 
except of course for all the computer systems that won't be working. 
What do you think the new Century will bring? Will it be like 
all the things we now only see in the realm of science fiction? Will 
phasors, transporters, flying cars, 
HOUSE 
or cities in the sky really come to 
be? Things that may only seem 
to be a wild dream may actually 
be upon us. Think back to the 
early part of this century. The 
automobile was just being 
conceived of and the population 
was laughing at the idea, yet today it's something we use every day. 
Communication from New York to California meant days if not weeks 
of having a handwritten letter carried across the country, today it's 
instant communication by phone, pager, fax and email. Yet for 
everything that has changes, some things have only stayed the same. 
Wars are still fought, but technology has made it easier to kill from a 
distance without ever laying eyes on your enemy. Science has brought 
us revolutions in medicine making hundreds of cures possible, yet 
technology has created new diseases of its own that have no cure yet. 
Will the new Millennium see the cure for cancer? See global 
peace a reality? Justice for all? Or will it only bring more death, 
destruction and desperate gambles for personal power? What will be 
your role in it all? 
Heavy questions to start the new year with, but things that 
bear thinking upon. Our society too often looks upon the lawyer as 
something that crawled out from under a rock and that should be 
squished before it gets out of control. Television and movies vilify the 
lawyer who gets the crime boss off or who allows the baby killer to 
walk free. Very few publicize the lawyer for works for free to help out 
the poor and indigent. Those who crusade to demand that the law 
truly hold everyone equal just don't get the press. 
Just how will we be viewed as the new century is born? More 
importantly how will you view yourself and your profession? The new 
year, and especially the new century presents us with an opportunity to 
set new goals and pick new visions to work toward. I encourage each 
of you to take a moment and look to what you want the new 
Millennium to be like and what you want your role to be. 
And with that final note - good luck to everyone this semester. 
To all the 3L's, just think - this is finally it! 
Views expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the views of the George Wash­
ington University Law School. House Editorials represent the views of a majority of 
Nota Bene s Editorial Board. Any person objecting to views expressed in House Edi­
torials are invited to express their opinions in a letter to the editor. Editorial Policies 
of Nota Bene are available for inspection by any person during normal business hours. 
STUDENT GROUPS! 
Let Nota Bene work for you. 
Advertise your meetings in our upcoming issues! 
Just call 878-3S7I and leave a message with your group name, 
time, date, and place of the next meeting. 
Press Releases... 
Law Practice Abroad 
Opportunities to practice law abroad 
are offered by the University of San Diego's 
1999 summer programs in Europe. 
USD offers summer law study pro­
grams in Barcelona, Dublin, Florence, Lon­
don, Moscow, Oxford, and Paris. It is pos­
sible to combine two programs to obtain 11 
credits in the summer. 
There are international business clin­
ics in London, Moscow and Paris. Students 
work in law firms there. The firm experi­
ence is supplemented with seminars. Al­
ternatively, students can study by the En­
glish tutorial method in Oxford, research­
ing and writing papers and discussing them 
one-on-one with Oxford dons. 













University of Sa n Diego 
FOREIGN LAW PROGRAMS 
SCHOOL OF LAW 
5998 Alcala Park 




Cindy King, USD Law School, 5998 Alcala 
Park, San Diego, CA 92110-2492, fax 619-
260-2230, email: cking@acusd.edu, orvisit 
the website: www.acusd.edu/lawabroad. 
ABA Antitrust Law 
Section Announces Its 
First Student Writing 
Competition 
The American Bar Association Sec­
tion of Antitrust Law is sponsoring its first 
student writing competition. The competi­
tion is designed to enco urage law student 
legal scholarship in the areas of antitrust 
law, competition policy, consumer protec­
tion and international competition law. 
Editors-in-chief of law reviews and 
legal journal will nominate student-written 
papers published in 1998 on a topic of in­
terest to the antitrust bar. A cash prize of 
$1000 will be awarded to the winner in 
April 1999. The winner will also receive 
an all-expense paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., to receive his or her prize at the 
Section's annual Spring Meeting. 
ABA-accredited law schools are en­
couraged to participate. Official rules and 
entry forms can be obtained by visiting the 
ABA Section of Antitrust Law's website at 
www.abanet.org/antitrust; by writing to the 
Section's office a t 750 North Lake Shore 
Drive, Chicago, IL 60611; by phone at 312-
988-5606; or email at antitrust@abanet.org. 
The ABA is the largest voluntary pro­
fessional association in the world. With 
more than 400,000 members, the ABApro-
vides law school accreditation, continuing 
legal education, information on the law and 
a wide range of services to help lawyers and 
judges in their work. 
NOTA BENE'S 
SPRING I 999 
PUBLICATION S CHEDULE & 
DEADLINES 
Issue: 
Monday, February 1 
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Tuesday, February 16 
Monday, March 1 
Monday, March 15 
Monday, April 5 
Monday, April 12 
Monday, April 26 
Deadline: 
Thursday, January 28 
Thursday, February 11 
Thursday, February 25 
Thursday, March 11 
Friday, March 26 
Thursday, April 8 
Thursday, April 22 
ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DEADLINES ARE AT 3 :00 PM 
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Editorial Board. Opinion columns are reflective of the views 
ofthe column's authors). In articles, the source ofinformation 
is identified, and an attempt is made to present a balanced view. 
In letters, the veracity of statements is strictly the responsibility 
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Nota Bene will consider for publication all articles, 
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However, due to space constraints, submissions may be omit­
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Advertise in Nota Bene 
The following are applicable to the 1998-1999 
academic year. They represent the price in full, in­
cluding the 6 percent District of Columbia sales tax, 
due to Nota Bene. 
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ing policies of Nota Bene, please contact Adver­
tising Manager, Jennifer Gartner @ (202) 676-
3879. Nota Bene's office is located at 2008 G 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20052. 
Writing Center Will Soon Open 
LETTERD TO THE EDITOR 
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY 
JANUARY 20 
NOTA BENE BOX, RECORDS OFFICE 
BV DAVID HALE 
News Editor 
A new writing center to support student's efforts to 
become professional writers will open January 25. 
The office, to be located in Burns 510, will provide 
upper-level student writing coaches who will review class 
work on e on one with students, where permitted by th e 
instructor. 
In addition, the writing center plans to provide ad­
vice in developing writing samples. 
Students will be able to use the c enter either by ap­
pointment or on a drop in basis. Drop in meetings will be 
available for shorter pieces, under 20 pages. For longer 
pieces, the writing center will provide appointments and 
make provisions to drop off the piece in advance for the 
coach to review. 
Students who wish to schedule a meeting should sign 
up at the Writing Center for an appointment or just drop 
by. 
ADR FROM PG 1 
of the required further steps. The American Bar Associa­
tion has chosen a criminal law topic for this years compe­
tition. 
"You don't need to have any specific knowledge 
of criminal law going in. You're really being judged on 
your intake and client counseling skills," ADR Board Presi­
dent Lauren Bergida said. 
In both the inter-school and regional competitions, 
teams of two will be assigned a client whom they will meet 
and interview. The interview will consist of asking ques­
tions, ascertaining the client's needs and the relevant facts, 
and then presenting the client and the judges with a plan. 
The two teams that score the highest in the inter-
school competition will go on to represent George Wash­
ington at the regional competition. George Washington 
Law School is hosting the regional competition on Febru­
ary 20. There will be seven other area law schools repre­
sented. 
Last year two George Washingt on Law School stu­
dents, JoLinda Johnson and Samuel Richardson III, com­
peted at the regional Client Counseling Competition in 
Delaware. Johnson and Richardson won the competition 
and went on to represent George Washington at the na­
tional level at UCLA in Los Angeles, California where they 
placed third overall. 
"I do these ADR competitions and Moot Court com­
petitions because it takes you to different places, with free 
travel, where you get an out of the classroom learning ex­
perience. It's practical experience that you get in a fun 
way," ADR Competitions Chair and previous Client Coun­
seling Competition regional winner Jo Linda Johnson said. 
This year the national C lient Counseling Com­
petition will be held in April in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 
A George Washington Law School professor will be 
holding a one hour seminar on intake and client counsel­
ing, open to all students, prior to the competition. 
"Client intake is a very im portant skill to have in 
whatever area you practice i n. Why not start learning 
now?" ADR Board President Lauren Bergida said. 
In the inter-school competition the clients will be 
George Washington Law Students and the judges will be a 
mix of professors and ADR Board Members. At the re­
gional competition, the clients will be local acting students 
and the judges will be George Washington alumni. 
- "It 's a great chance to network with alum ni," ADR 
Board President Lauren Bergida said. 
A number of the highest scoring teams will be 
invited to become members of the George Washington ADR 
Board. 
For more information, students may attend an infor­
mational session on January 19th at 4pm in LAO 1 or Janu­
ary 20 th at 8pm in L301 or request an intent-to-compete 
form on the sign-up sheet at the registrar's office. Stu­
dents can either register with a partner or individually, in 
which case a partner will be assigned to them. Students 
must deliver their intent-to-compete forms to Lauren 
Bergida's mailbox by January 27, 1999 at 8pm. 
BUILDING FROM PG 1 
"We worked with the ANC to explain to them the 
benefits of the project," Raven-Hansen said. Since the ex­
pansion will not increase traffic to the area and it will pre­
serve the facade of the two townhouses, there was little to 
fault with the plan. 
"Ultimately we had to make a few changes to the top 
floor, moving it back and reducing the number of win­
dows," Raven-Hansen said, "It makes the office space some­
what less desirable on the top floor, but there shouldn't be 
any impact on the students." 
While there was some speculation at the end of last 
year about longer term plans to move the entire law school 
into a larger facility elsewhere in Foggy Bottom sometime 
in the next 15 years, the larger plans have been postponed 
until Dean Young has had a full opportunity to evaluate 
the potential options, according to Dean Transgrud. 
Before Dean Youn g's arrival, the most often men­
tioned potential site was the current location of the GW 
Medical Center, after it moved to new facilities across the 
street. 
Law School Calendar of Events 
Thursday, January 21 
1999 International Student 
Summer Symposium 
Informational Meeting 
3 - 4:00 pm 
Marvin Center, room 407 
" 1 < -.4- a V i* ' 
"I Know What You Did Last 
Summer" 
Summer Job Fair 
4 - 5:00 pm 
stop by anytime 
The Burns Great Room 
*food and drink* 
Friday, January 22 
Third Annual Government 
Contracts Moot Court 
Competition 
LAST DAY to register 
contact: Gina Michals, 3L 
michals@gwu.edu 
Don't see you event here? 
We don't know about it! 
Call 676-3879 
to have your meetings 
listed in Nota Bene 




BY A NDREA C HEMPINSKI 
Editor-in-Chief 
Nofa Bene 
Needs writers for Guest Editorials 
If interested: 
call our office at (202) 676-3879, 
or leave a note in our box in the Records Office 
My Shameless Best 
and Worst Lists 
It's that time of year again, when every two bit movie 
critic trots out his 10 best and worst films of the years lists. 
I don't see why I should be any different. While there are 
some critically acclaimed films that I have yet to see be­
cause I don't live in Los Angeles (Rushmore and Afflic­
tion), I can give what I would account to be a pretty com­
plete list. Looking at my 10 worst list makes me seem to 
be a little more discerning than most give me credit for. 
Things could have been worse. I 
could have seen Ja ck Frost or Meet 
the Deedles. I guess I should just 
shut up and roll out the lists. 
Ten Best Films 
1) A Simple Plan 
Sam Raimi's masterful tell­
ing of how the lives of two brothers 
and a friend fall apart after finding 
$4 million in a plane crash. Billy 
Bob Thornton allows his Jacob to 
transcend the stereotypical slow 
redneck by imbuing him with wis­
dom and clarity in a truly remark­
able performance. Raimi, known 
mostly for camera tricks and schlocky 
films, shows an adept touch in con­
trolling the suspense of the film. Bill 
Paxton and Bridget Fonda give the 
performances of their careers. 
2) Shakespeare in Love 
A true romantic comedy 
that displays great wit, true romance, 
and sparkling performances. In a 
film that will appeal to both the art 
house crowd and general audiences, young William 
Shakespeare's fictional romantic inspiration for the trag­
edy Romeo and Juliet plays to the heart as well as the mind. 
The screenplay never talks down to its audience, all the 
while maintaining a consistent level of entertainment. 
Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth Paltrow display true chemis­
try and a fire that brings the Elizabethan world alive. 
3) Out of Sight 
How this sexy, dangerous crime drama did not do 
better at the box office is beyond me. George Clooney 
finally shows that he can actually act. He's smooth, smart, 
and daring. Jennifer Lopez is sultry and fiery. Their ro­
mance is among the most believable and hottest to grace 
the big screen. The dialogue is quick and laced with wit 
without being snarky. The supporting cast is wonderful, 
but when the main characters are onscreen, eyes are un­
able to look away. 
4) Happiness 
Todd Solondz's pitch black comedy is a d aring 
look behind the scenes of the seemingly normal middle 
class population. Focusing on three sisters with as much 
disgust as love for each other, th e film confronts tradi­
tional life examinations and tears them down, rebuilding 
them around a rotting core. Pedophilia, sta lking, and ejacu­
lation are all tackled with sensitivity and without blame or 
abject denouncement. It's the ail-American family as 
painted by a sensitive, caring Marilyn Manson. 
5) The Thin Red Line 
A nearly three hour poem that defies all standard 
notions of what is a film, this haunting vision of the ran­
domness of life grips you and does not let you go until the 
final credits. Not so much a commentary of a world at war 
as much as an examination of life at war with nature and 
beauty, Terrence Malick shrugs off the conventions of true 
dialogue and character development to create a beautiful 
work that stays with you long after the film is over. 
6) Saving Private Ryan 
If you ignore the hokey "good will always tri­
umph" vibe that permeates the middle and finale of the 
film, Spielberg has made a gripping, brilliant critique of 
war as a necessary evil, but an evil nonetheless. His direc­
tion of battle scenes are unmatched. The comradery of the 
eight men sent to find Private Ryan bring a warmth to the 
cruel world at war. 
7) The Mask of Zorro 
This is completely 
Antonio Banderas's show as he 
swashes and buckles with passion and 
humor. Well not complete ly, as An­
thony Hopkins and Catherine Zeta-
Jones steal the scenes that they are 
in. It is truly an epic adventure of the 
old style, forgoing the modern trend 
of special effects and explosions. 
Well, there are some explosions, but 
they don't take center stage. The 
characters do. 
8) Mulan 
In a year of wonderful 
animation, this was the best. Disney 
was able to climb back to the levels 
they left with Beauty and the Beast 
and The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
allowing us to forget Pocahontas and 
Hercules. Brilliant animation, a 
sweeping stoiy of one girl's ability to 
achieve greatness, and inspired comic 
relief from Eddie Murphy combined 
to create a film that delighted both 
young and old. 
9) Gods and Monsters 
Ian McKellan is an acting genius, bringing real 
life d irector James Whale to life in a subtle, controlled 
performance that shines at the center of this small, beauti­
ful film that gives a fictional view of the d irector's final 
days. Centering around Whale's connection with Brendan 
Fraser's sensitive yard worker, the film examines the na­
ture of friendship and compassion with marvelous deft­
ness. 
10) The Big Lebowski 
While not as cerebral as the Coen brother's pre­
vious hit Fargo, this sprawling mess is many times more 
entertaining, filled with outrageous characters and bizarre 
situations. For those looking for structure and meaning, 
just don't bother. For those looking for a good time, come 
right in. 
Ten Worst Films 
10) Urban Legend 
This latest entry in the Scream rip-off category 
that I'm certain will make an appearance in next year's 
academy award ceremony (along with I Keep Knowing 
What You Did All Those Summers Ago Because We Can l 
Come Up With A New Concept), attempts to add a twist to 
the already cliched genre. It fails. I mean, the killer is 
wearing a parka in the middle of spring. Who wears a 
parka in to swim practice for any other reason that to make 
our hero believe she's the killer? The women are pretty 
(especially Alicia Witt, our hero), but useless, and the men 
are just useless. But at least the killer's required spiel 
explaining why he/she was driven to a life of senseless, 
but slightly creative, killing is somewhat entertaining. But 
is it enough? Not even close. 
See MOVIES PG 5 
Cinematic 
Ramblings 
By Travis Skaggs 
Features Editor 
This weeks picks: 
Alien Abductions Incorporated 
http://www.alienabductions.coni/ 
Realize that your chances of beign abducted 
are just too small for your tastes? Stop by the AAI 




The perfect site for the discriminating stu­
dent; a buying guide for wine, beer and spirits. New­
est feature is all about Champagne! 
The Tacky Postcard Archive 
http://home.att.net/~ro/tpa/ 
Nothing says 'wish you were here' like a 
tacky postcard. Take a trip through galleries of the 
best (or is that worst?) tacky psotcards around. 
How Stuff Works 
http://www.howstuffworks.com/ 
A website devoted to dismantling and ex­
plaining all kinds of technology, from toasters to tele­
visions to turbines. 
The Ventura Files 
http://www.venturaTiles.com/ 
All about Minnesota's newest elect. 
Biuographies, histories, quotes and political plans are 
all detailed on this site. 
Wacky Uses 
http://www.wadtyuses.com/ 
Did you know that Coca-Cola makes an ex­
cellent toilet bowl cleaner? Or that Reddi Whip not 
only makes a substitute for shaving creme but also a 
substitute for sour cream? 
Firehouse.Com 
http://www.firehouse.com/ 
A look behind the scenes at the nation's 
firehouses. Articles, photographs and more impor­
tantly fire safety tips. 
The Official Stephen King Web Presence 
http://www.stephenking.com/ 
Everyone else has a website, but Uncle 
Stevie's got a "presence." Take a trip through the site 
and see what horrors are yet to come. 
The Garden of Origami 
http://ccwf.cc.utexas.edu/~vbeatty/origami/ 
The art of paper folding for both beginners 
and advanced students with a large collection of dia­
grams to follow. 
Rotten Tomatoes 
http://www.rotten-tomatoes.com/ 
Movie reviews to help you avoid what stinks 
at the theater this week. 
Do you have a web page that you think oth­
ers would find interesting? Or did you just stumble 
across something so strange it just had to be shared? 
Either way feel free to drop me a line at 
hoo@hooloovoo.com and give me your suggestions 
for future columns. And heck if you really have tha t 
much time to kill surf on over to my page at http:// 
www.hooloovoo.com/ 




9)The Big Hit 
The wacky, hip hop hit man flick 
spends too much time tiying to figure out 
just the heck it's trying to be. Is it an ac­
tion thriller, with a healthy dose of humor? 
Is it a satire of conventional action films? 
Is it a stupid attempt to spoof hit man, buddy 
films but just fails miserably because it lacks 
a sense of timing and humor? I'm going 
with the latter here. Mark Wahlberg, last 
seen sporting a prosthetic penis in Boogie 
Nights, is a sensitive hit man who is being 
torn in all directions by uncaring, manipu­
lative people. All he needs is someone to 
love and who will love him in return. Will 
he find that person? It just may be the young 
woman he helps kidnap. That's romance 
for you. 
8) Clockwatchers 
Why is it that Parker Posey must 
be in every independent film that doesn't 
have the word Miramax attached to it? 
Does she have her tendrils in all of the po­
tential sources of financing? It certainly 
can't be because of her acting ability, since 
she's the exact same character in each film. 
The not-so-stable, not-so-loopy woman who 
needs attention and just maybe a little love, 
too. In this film she's one of an ensemble 
of characters who do nothing. Lisa Kudrow 
stretches her abilities by portraying slightly 
disturbed Phoebe (as opposed to The Op­
posite of Sex, where she may win an Acad­
emy Award for portraying bitchy Phoebe). 
Nothing happens. Just a lot of 
clockwatching—by the audience. Ha! Boy 
am I funny. 
7) Godzilla 
In this world size may matter, but 
so does plot, acting ability, and decent spe­
cial effects. This summer extravaganza 
lacks all three. It's not often when a film 
makes me long for the days when a man 
could dress in a rubber costume and stomp 
on a miniature city. And it looks like there's 
going to be a sequel. Who's the big win­
ner? That's right, we all are. 
6) BASEketball 
What would if you made a com­
edy, and nobody laughed. Why, you'd have 
this attempt at satirizing the sports world 
that just fails miserably at every level. Trey 
Parker and Matt Stone may have created 
South Park, but they fail miserably in some­
one else's film. That someone else is David 
THE G&etfAND mm 
1. A Simple Plan 
2. Shakespeare In 
Love 
3. Out of Sight 
4. Happiness 
5. The Thin Red 
Line 
6. Saving Private 
Ryan 
7. The Mask of 
Zorro 
8. Mulan 
9. Gods and 
Monsters 
10. The Big 
Lebowski 
Zucker, one of the masterminds behind the 
Airplane and Naked Gun films, which, if 
they work are tremendously funny, and if 
they don't are this movie. There were two 
truly inspired moments but way too many 
lO. Wvtnr 
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uninspired ones. 
5) The Avengers 
Action films require one thing, 
minimum. Action. It just ain't here. Even 
Uma Thurman in tight leather cannot save 
what should have been the summer block­
buster. It lacks any of the television show's 
style, sly sense of humor, or sense of play. 
It's just drudgeiy. 
4) Knock O f f  
Jean-Claude \hn Damme is dead! 
Well, a t least his career is. The Muscles 
from Brussels attempts to revitalize his ever 
slumping career with this Hong Kong style 
action film that doesn't have much fight­
ing. When Van Damme is forced to rely on 
his acting skills, it's the audience who suf­
fers. 
3) Dirty Work 
Norm Macdonald's little schizo­
phrenic film has moments where it is the 
funniest film of the year, easily. It also has 
moments where it's the worst movie of the 
year, easily. It's just another entry in the 
"we've got to figure a way to stop the evil 
landlord from hurting our loved ones" 
brand of film. It's just one step away from 
TV movie. And it was directed by Bob 
Saget. It just doesn't get much worse than 
that. 
2) Armageddon 
If only an asteroid would destroy 
the Earth. Then I wouldn't have to watch 
inane films like this one. Designed for those 
low of attention span, this loud, unfunny, 
mindless "something has to go wrong" 
movie just did not work for me. It worked 
for many others, to the tune of over $200 
million, but not for me. Maybe it's because 
I can 't stand Ben Affleck or Liv Tyler. If 
only they remained on board the asteroid 
to bravely sacrifice their lives so that we 
may be spared their lack of talent or screen 
presence. 
1) Species II 
It's a soft-core snuff film. Women 
get naked, then their stomachs explode. 
That's entertainment. The acting is atro­
cious. Michael Madsen appears only to 
honor his contractual obligations. Well, it's 
certainly not to act. And just what the hell 
is Academy Award nominee James 
Cromwell (Babe, Professor Craver look-a­
like) doing here? Perhaps the LAPD should 
be investigating a potential blackmail 
charge. Here's a reason why the film is so 
bad. Scientist Marg Helgenberger tells 
members of the military that men are not 
allowed near Natasha Henstridge's Sil, half-
human, half-alien. Mere moments later, 
Sil is seen watching Bo and Luke Duke. 
You just can't get better examples of mas­
culinity than those Duke boys. 
Time i; Running Out! 
Write for Nota Bene 
Deadline for next i»ne ii 
January id, iw 
3:00 p.m. 
For more information contact 
Andrea (hempiniki (jl Day) 
or call (zoz) 676-3S79 
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Lieteerve 
To subscribe, send a 
message to: 
maise remain, nlc.gvvu.edu 
leave the subject 
blank and put in the 
message body: 
SUBSCRIBE CDOEVE 
for evening students 
6UDSCRIEE CDOMIN 
for minority students 
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for public interest 
SUPSCPIPE 
CD0NEW5 
for general CP0 news 
and Noteworthy 
CDO Public Interest News 
BY ANDREA L. WALKER 
NCC Career Consultant, 
Public Interest Liason 
Last semester, I published a time-line 
for getting a public interest job. That ar­
ticle included identifying and researching 
organizations and employers, participating 
in the National Association of Public Inter­
est Law job fair and interview program, 
applying for early deadline fellowships and 
designing a public interest resume. This 
article is a follow-up Spring Semester Pub­
lic Interest Job Search Time-line for full-
time and summer positions. Before p re­
senting this time-line, I want to re-iterate 
some essential tips on public interest job 
searches: Join the CDO public interest 
listserv. Job listings, fellowship informa­
tion, public interest job search tips, and 
event information are posted regularly. To 
subscribe, send an e-mail message to 
maiser@main.nlc.gwu.edu. Leave the sub­
ject line blank and in the message body, put: 
SUBSCRIBE PUB INT. It is that easy. Get 
to know me. If I talk with you and find out 
your interests, I will drop you an e-mail or 
stick a note in your box when I see a career 
option for you to pursue. My e-mail is 
andrea@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu. Get to know 
people doing what you want to do, NOW! 
Where is your dream job? Who is doing it? 
Find those people (I can show you how) and 
talk to them without asking them for a job. 
Show them what you have done, ask them 
what else you should do. Talk to them be­
fore you need them so that when you do 
need them for job assistance, you will feel 
more comfortable asking. 
The Spring Semester Public Interest 
Summer Job Search Time-line for Full-time 
and Summer Positions: 
January 
Create a list of desired public in ­
terest employers. Utilize directories in the 
CDO resource library (i.e., Harvard Law 
School's Public Interest Job Search Guide, 
Washington Council of Lawyers Public Ser­
vice Directory, NAPIL Directory of Public 
Interest Legal Internships, The University 
of Chicago's Law School Public Employer 
Directory) and check internet sites (i.e., 
University of Michigan's website: http:// 
www.law.umich.edu/academic/, Essential 
Home Page: www.essential.org , NAPIL's 
website: www.napil.org). 
Access the most comprehensive 
internet public interest search site, Pro Bono 
Students America at www.pbsa.org. You 
can only access this site from the Burns 
Computer Labs. 
Receive daily job listings from the 
public interest listserv. Check the CDO's 
website daily for new public interest job list­
ings. 
First-year students should attend 
the second annual "I Know What You Did 
Last Summer" on Thursday, January 21 and 
speak with 2Ls and 3Ls who have held sum­
mer public interest jobs. 
Be informed of any fellowship/ 
grant application deadlines. Check with the 
CDO Resource library or CDO Notewor­
thy for various deadlines. 
Pick up a copy of GW's public in­
terest summer funding applications in the 
CDO Resource library. 
Contact Equal Justice Foundation 
student leaders for information on EJF sum­
mer grants 
Be active in various public inter­
est events on campus, including the EJF 
auction and the newly formed GW chapter 
of National Lawyers Guild. 
February 
Participate in the George Wash­
ington-Georgetown Public Interest/Public 
Service Interview Program on Saturday, 
February 5. Public interest and government 
employers will be interviewing for summer 
internships and full-time positions. 
Attend the first annual Govern­
ment Job Fair in the Marvin Center 3rd Floor 
Ballroom on February 9. 
Arrange a site visit to a public in­
terest employer where you wish to intern (I 
can help you identify and contact and em­
ployer). 
If you have obtained a summer 
public interest internship, apply for GW 
summer funding and research your organi­
zation to see if there any other available 
sources of funding. 
March/April 
Continue to apply for fellowships/ 
grants to fund your public interest job. Refer 
to the CDO handouts, fellowship files, 
GW's fellowship office, PBSA's website, 
and Yale's Directory of Public Interest Fel­
lowships directory to identify sources of 
funding. 
Look at successful fellowship ap­
plications from previous student applica­
tions, on-file in the CDO resoorce library. 
Continue to meet with a career 
counselor for brainstorming internship and 
funding ideas. 
Finding a public interest job is a dif­
ficult but rewarding process. I encourage 
you to meet with me throughout your 
search. Let me know how I can help you in 
finding the public interest job of your 
dreams. 
You can con tact Andrea Walker via 
email at: andrea@cdo.nlc.gwu.edu, or call 
her at 202-994-7340. 
FUNDING FROM PG 1 
school also will continue to award nine J.B. and Maurice 
C. Shapiro Public Service Summer Internships to law stu­
dents who have completed no more than their first year at 
the law school by the beginning of the summer of 1999. 
These internships are for students providing public 
interest legal services with a non-profit private or govern­
ment employer located in the Washington metropolitan 
area. 
Preference will be given to applicants representing, 
directly or indirectly, indigent individuals or populations, 
interests that would not o therwise be adequately repre­
sented, and environmental organizations; however, all 
p rlic interest work will be considered. 
In the past, Shapiro internships have been awarded 
to students working for public defenders in the D.C. met-
r olitan area (including Virginia and Maryland), the 
1 ryland Disability Law Center, the Washington Lawyer's 
( nmittee for Civil Rights, Public Employees for Envi-
i uental Responsibility, The National Center for Miss-
i and Exploited Childr en, the Fair Housing Center of 
1 thern Virginia, the U.S. Department of Justice, Envi-
nental Enforcement Section and Office of Environmen-
lstice, the Zacchaeus Free Clinic/Bread for the City, 
Wilderness Society, AYUDA, the National Campaign 
reedom of Expression, the Family Services Division 
e Office of the Corporation Council, th e Washington 
1 Clinic for the Homeless, th e Mental Health Divi-
of the Office of the Corporation Counsel, and other 
lr employers. 
Students who are selected for the Shapiro internships 
eceive a grant of $5000, $4000 by no later t han July 
'99, and earlier if possible, and $1000 at the begin-
i of the fall semester of 1999. 
Interns are not allowed to receive any compensation 
f the public interest employer nor other public interest 
es from the George Washington University for their 
summer work (including the Equal Justice Foundations 
grants). 
For the first time this year, the law school will award 
one Reuben A. Zubrow Public Interest Fellowship to a law 
student who has at least one remaining semester to com­
plete at the law school following the summer of 1999. This 
fellowship is for a student providing direct or indirect civil 
or criminal legal representation to clients with economic 
need. There is no geographic limit on the place of em­
ployment. 
The student who is selected for the Zubrow fellow­
ship will receive a grant of $3000, $2500 by no later than 
July 1,1999, and earlier if possible, and $500 at the begin­
ning of the fall semester of 1999. 
Applicants are encouraged to seek additional co m­
pensation from the public interest employer but may not 
accept any other public service subsidy from George Wash­
ington University (including the Equal Justice Foundations 
grants). 
With respect to all of the above three programs, if a 
student will have difficulty meeting summer living ex­
penses, Dean Jenkins will meet with the student to pro­
vide additional financial assistance in the form of an emer­
gency loan for the summer. 
Also new this year, a nd at the request of the donor, 
funds allocated during past years to The J.B. and Maurice 
C. Shapiro Public Service and Environmental Law Prizes 
will be used to create new public interest subsidies for stu­
dents working under the supervision of Professor Turley, 
who holds the Shapiro Chair for Public Interest, on projects 
raising constitutional, criminal and environmental issues. 
At a minimum, there will be two summer i ntern­
ships with Professor Turley for 1999. If you are interested 
in this new public interest grant, please contact Professor 
Turley directly. 
If you have any questions about any of these pro­
grams that cannot be answered by the Career Develop­
ment Office staff, please contact Professor Bu tler, Profes­
sor Cunningham, Professor Turley or Professor Zubrow. 
The GW Military Law 
Society 
would like to thank 
everyone who 
participated in t he 
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Jacob Burns Law Library News 
If you are interested in sharpening or extending your 
research skills, the Burns Law Library invites you to at ­
tend one or more of its Spring 1999 Library Research Pro­
grams. Sessions will be ta ught by reference librarians, 
who will discuss and demonstrate a variety of print and 
electronic research sources. 
Enrollment for each of these classes is limited. Please 
use the sign up sheets at the Reference Desk on the first 
floor of the Library or send an e-mail message to the in­
structor listed for the program(s) you wish to attend. If 
space limitations prevent you from attending a particular 
session, the library will try to schedule a repeat of the pro­
gram at a later date. 
Library Research Sessions 
Spring 1999 
Researching EPA Administrative Documents 
(policy/guidance documents, EAB decisions, ALJ 
decisions, etc.) 
Date: Thursday January 28, 1999 
Time: l-2:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Germaine Leahy, Head of Reference/En 
vironmental Librarian (gleahy@burns.nlc gwu.edu) 
Introduction to Legal Ethics Research 
Date: Wednesday, February 3, 1999 
Time: l-2:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Leonard Klein, Intellectual Property Li­
brarian (lklein@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
Finding European Union Legal Materials and 
Publications on the Web 
Date: Wednesday, February 10, 1999 
Time: l-2pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Herb Somers, Foreign/International Law 
Librarian (hsomers@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
Piercing the Corporate Veil: Locating Company 
Information on the Web 
Date: Thursday, February 11, 
1999 
Time: l-2pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton 
Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Carol Grant, Gov­
ernment Contracts Librarian 
(cgrant@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
An Introduction to Re­
searching DC, MD and VA Law 
Date: Thursday, February 25, 
1999 
Time: l-2:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton 
Cellar in the Library) 
Instructors: John Miller, Ref­
erence Librarian and Chris Reed, 
Government Documents Librarian 
(jmiller@burns. nlc. gwu.edu) 
Researching Cyberspace 
Law 
Date: Thursday, March 4, 1999 
Time: 3-4:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Leonard Klein, Intellectual Property Li­
brarian (lklein@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
Researching International Environmental Law 
Date: Thursday, March 11, 1999 
Time. 1-2:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Germaine Leahy, Head of Reference/En­
vironmental Librarian (gleahy@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
Environmental Law Research Using LEXIS and 
WESTLAW 
Date: Thursday, March 25, 
1999 
Time: l-2:30pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton 
Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Germaine Leahy, 
Head of Reference/Environmental 
L i b r a r i a n  
(gleahy@burns. nlc.gwu. edu) 
Finding European Union 
Legal Materials and Publications 
on the Web 
Date: Thursday, April 8,1999 
Time: 3-4pm 
Location: SL110 (Stockton 
Cellar in the Library) 
Instructor: Herb Somers, For­
eign/International Law Librarian 
(hsomers@burns.nlc.gwu.edu) 
A Research Seminar for Summer Associates 
Date: Friday, April 16 
Time: Noon-1:30pm 
Location: B408 
Instructors: John Miller, Reference Librarian a nd 
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Audition for 
the Greatest Show on... um, 
can I use that? 
Audition for 
LAW REVUE 
it may not help you get into 
Crowell & Moring, 
but it sure is fun? 
Wednesday and Thursday 
January 20 and 21, 1999 
8 - 1 0  p m  
L401 
I 
i ^absolutely no talent required* 
*we take everyone* 
L_AW R EVUE - CHEAPER THAN THERAPY 
